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Costa Del Blackpool
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Blackpool has always been heavily dependent on tourism.  In the 1950s, many factory workers of northern England took their annual holidays there and it became the most popular seaside destination.  As cheap air travel and package holidays arrived in the 1960s, the same workers took holidays in the Mediterranean resorts for warmer weather.  It still remains one of the most popular seaside resorts in the UK, but cooler weather puts off visitors out of season.  Visitor numbers have also dropped by 7 million in the past 15 years to an annual figure of 10 million.

How will Blackpool benefit from the warming climate?  As temperatures in the popular tourist destinations in Europe increase beyond comfort levels, tourist boards across the UK are preparing for increasing visitor numbers as the Spanish sun moves to England for the summer.

Whilst this change is predicted to be beneficial in the short term, the long term effects on British sea side resorts may be disastrous. As global temperatures gradually increase we may see a rise of 63cm in North West England by 2080, increasing storm intensity and huge wave surges. This could mean that the some of the coastal resorts in Britain could be engulfed by sea water displacing 26 million people that live in these areas.

An example of the things to come may be shown by the small island community of Tuvalu in the South Pacific. The small tropical islands are in danger of being engulfed by a rising ocean, a problem which may not be in evidence now but is predicted to happen in the future.
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Links

· http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/lancashire/6529467.stm 
Sea wall project
· http://www.snw.org.uk/tourism/intro_head.html
Tourism Northwest

· http://www.bbc.co.uk/sn/climateexperiment/whattheymean/theuk.shtml
Tourism Heat Comfort Video
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